Approved Fot^lease 2oi)^3fo/m^^£RDP80R01 73^^)003001 60002-4 


17 April 1957 



MEMORABDUM FOR TIE DIRECTOR 


Herewith is the report of General Ershine's trip to Buma of which 
he spoke to you the other day. 



General, USA, Ret. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


16 April 1957 


MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
SUBJECT: Trip t« Buzna 


Tranamltted herewith is a copy of the report on ngr trip to 
Burma which has been submitted to the Secretaxy of Defense, less 
Tabs C, D, £ and F. I regret that the missing enclosures are not 
available* We were furnished only two copies of the list of 
equipment desired by Burmese officials* The Attache report was also 
furnished in only two copies* 

Copies of the enclosures not included herewith will be provided 
on a loan basis upon request* 

Enclosure 
Trip Report 



Assistant to the 
Secretary of Defense 
(Special Operations) 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


16 April 1957 


MEMORANDUM FOR DIRSCT<» OF CENTRAL INTELLIGMCS 
SJBJjEX!Ts Trip to Bunas 

Transioitted herewith is a copy of the report on agr trip to 
which has been submitted to the Secretai 7 of Defense, less 
Tabs C, D, and F. I regret that the missing enclosures are not 
avaOable. We were furnished only two copies of the list of 
^uipment desired by Burmese officials* The Attache report was also 
furnished in only two copies. 

Copies of the enclosures not Ineltided herewith will bo provided 
on a loan basis upon request* 

Enclosure 
Trip Report 


G. B. ERSKINE 
General, U^C (Ret) 
Assistant to the 
Secretary of Defense 
(Special Operations) 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

SUBJECT: Report cm Trip to Buma, TebruarjoKareh, by General G. B. Erskine 


I departed Washington 22 February 1957 ^or Rangoon, Bunoa, to discuss 
nith appropriate Burmese officials the military aid and training assistance 
that may be desired from the United States by the Govemaent of the Union of 
Biinna. Colonel Clifford Nash, USAP, and Lieutenant Colonel Guy M. Blencoe, 

USA, were assigned to accot^tnj me by the Departments of the Air Force and 
Army respectively. CooBander J. B. Sprague, USB, Naval Attache at Rangowi, 
was requested to join my group as the naval assistant ^n arrival at Rangoon 
and did ao. 

Fy group arrived in Ran^n late 25 February. On 26 February wo con^ 
f erred with the U. S. Aadbaasador, were briefed on the Burma situation, and 
accepted an agenda and travel schedule idiich had been arranged by the S^Misqr. 

On 27 February, aecospanied by A]d>aMador Satterthwaite, we called on 
General Ne Win, Chief of Staff of the Union of Burma Arrosd Forces, »dio 
welccused us and gave a general otitline of the objectives of the Burma 
Government as regards the armed forces. During this discussion General Ne 
Win stated that basically their plana were to smash the insurrection and 
build a defense force capable of offering reasonable resistance to eoctemal 
aggression. He also imlicated a desire to have training assistance frcm the 
United States and to build iqp arms and aaminltion plants in Burma. He 
briefly stated that it is now planned to operate against the insurgents 
throui^ut the year including the monsoon season and aaplained his new 
techniques of eBg>lx^ing "flying squads” is a relentless pursuit iriiere in- 
surgents are reported to be operating. General Ne Win admitted that the 
insurgents did get aoms arms and ammunition through "leaks" in the armed 
forces and the Union police, but declared that most supj^iea came from 
external sources. He proedsed full cooperation with us. It was evident 
that he desired military assistance from the United States. 

Subsequent to visiting the Chief of Staff, we called upon the Honorable 
Minister of Defense, U Ba Swe, the then Prime Idnister, who welec«ed us and 
stated the government objectives in much the same manner as had been done by 
General Ne Win. He also stated that althou^ Burma needed and wanted aaaiat- 
anee from the United States, Burma must r«Hdn neutral. It was his desire that 
I explore the situatiim and talk of final arrangemonta later. He directed that 
I be shown everything I wanted to see and that all of my questions be answered. 

In addition to co^raaaing hia desire for U. S. weapons and technicians, 
he stated that he wanted aome of his officers to visit West Point with a view 
to gaining knowledge to Improve the operation ai^ organisation of the Burma 
Military Academy. During this discussion U Ba Swe said that he hoped he would 
be able to visit the United States duxdng April and receive medical treatment 
for a leg ailment. (The official invitation has been extended, accepted, and 
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U Ba Swe is now In Boston undergoing awdleal treatawnt*) 

I}uring W farewell eall on U Ba Swa in Bangooa he expressed satisfaction 
with aur visit and appeared to be hopeful of U*S. military assistance* He 
again pointed out the necessity of Barwa being neutral because of her weak- 
n^s and the need for building up reasonable i«ilitary strength to resist 

^eiml aggression, which he referred to as event\ially coming from Comniuaiat 

China. 


4.1. i ^ Msphasiaed to me that during ay visit I had been shown all of 
their military secrets and that I aust be trusted to see that they are 
]^per^ safeguarded* Re earnestly requested that none of the information 
wMch X had received be transmitted under any circumstances to representatives 
of any foreign country and that it only ba disseminated to U.S, adUtary 
personnel who had an absol ute need to know ^ I promised to comply with this 
request as far as it is possible within ny own limited responsibility. I 
assured him, however, that every reasonable precaution would be tadcen to 
information that had been given to us. (This is a very sen- 
sitive point with all of the Bumeao officials and should be kept in mind 
^ the handling of documents 8 td>mitted herewith and all discussions arising 



Talks with members of the staff of the Burma Axmy, Navy, and Air Force 
commenced during the afternoon of 27 February and covered the over-all 
sitmtlon of the armed forces, the insurgent situatltm, arwi general require- 
ments of the armed forces to meet govemiMnt objectives as regards ndlitary 
^uifsnent and training assistance. Similar talks were held at intervals during 
visits to various installations. Final discussions with General Ne Win and 
TOiabers of his staff were held on the afternoon of 7 March 1957 at which time 
final requests were submitted for military and technical assistance for the 
armed forces* 


On ^ Febiniary 1957 Colonel Maung Kaung urgently requested a private and 
confidential conference with me in a secluded spot. We met in the Army 
Attache's hmae. Colonel Maung Maung stated that he had been directed to 
contact me and inform me of the re8^llts of a meeting which had been held 
timt day by three cabinet members, including Prime Minister U Ba Swe and 
t^e senior ralUtary officers, including General Ne Win, himself, and one 
other. He said that he had been directed to inform me that these officials 
were extremely concerned regarding their intezi>retation of the term "modest** 
amount of militaxy aid. He statwi that this high-level govezvimental group 
was Insistent that a substantial amount of equipment must be fomlshedln 
order to prevent serious embanrassment to the goveniment ly the opposition, 
as well as loss of face internationally. 

The group was reported to consider that the decision to accept assist- 
ance from the Unitewl States, even though it be on a reimbursable basis by 
token payment, is in reality an alignment with the United States. It was 
enqjtesized that such an alignment would cause great damage to the goveimmient 
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tmless a aubatantial aaount of equipnsnt la provided without delay to enable 
the govemaent to prove the wiadoa of Ita deeiai«n* iUi apokeonan, Haung Maunf 
atated that the group had grave doubta regarting the wiadom of thla eourae 
unleee th^ were aaaured that aubatantial aMiatance could be fumlahed and 
that li^eaeeistatlon of an Inforaal agreewent could be carried out in a very 
expedltiouB manner. 

Colonel Haung Haung alao atated that Zhukov had offered the Prime Hlniater 
an open invitation to aend a miaaion to fiuaaia at an early date to look at 
their equipRffint and aelect the typea and quantitiea deaired. Zhukov made no 
mention of axty method of payaent. 

In anawer to wy queation aa to whether the Burmeae realise that the 
Susaiana would demand payment later in a fora which mi^ not be acceptable to 
the govemimintf the spokesman stated that he and other aeabera of the group 
hate ComnunifflB and Ruaala and desire no dealings whatsoever with the USSR* 

They were deathly afraid of any deal with Zhuk^ and his colleagues^ but if 
aubatantial aid was not furnished in a reasonably expeditious manner^ the 
pressures %<ere so great they might be pushed into accepting ao3ae fora of offer 
from the Russians if they could not make arrangrasnta elsewhere* 

W.th regard to these other arrangements he stated that his governamnt was 
wchausting every possible means of finding money to purchase equipment from 
non-bloc countries and intended to do so to the limit of their ability^ even 
tifflugh the United States did provide some aid* Re iaqdored me to realise that 
the sltiuitlon now was siaply one of a eMqpetition between the bloc and the 
United States^ and it was the opinion of the Prime Minister and others rep- 
resented that Zhtikov would give equipment to Burma if he feels it la his last 
opportunity to beat out the United States* 

Colonel Haung Haung stated that the cabinet considered the decision to 
accept military assistance from the United States to be the most agonising 
and difficult one with which they have been confronted* He also pointed out 
that the Burmese leaders had great feare that this type of association with 
the United States would probably cause an intensification of Communist penetra- 
tion and subversion idiich the Bur^se Government would wst be able to deal with 
unless arrangmsents made for military assistance could be ssceeuted in such a 
manner that it would deter a)^y such aggressive operations by the Coraounlsts, 
particularly the Chinese Communists* 

Colonel Haung Haung stated that he had also been directed to bring to 
my attention the concern idiiob the high-level group had regarding statoBimts 
that had been made to the effect that ©\ir aid would be for the suppression 
of insurgency* He «gq>hasised the fact that the Burmese leaders are partlc- 
\ilarly ssnsitive to such a program and take a dim view of assistance that 
would be provide only on the baela of Btanp:Uig out insurgency* It is thsir 
claim that thsy arc sufficiently equipped at the present time to deal with 
the insurgents* It was further pointed out that such a position on the part 
of both the Burross and U.S* officials is very bad diplomacy because the gi^dng 
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of sdlitai7 oMiotencs lw Bwmomi to mM» %hm to kHi ottai«r toidydi 

oortolaljr bo loekod 1391m soot unfovonblj aott SunaesOf the INiMliioto in 
portloaiikr. The aee^)t«ne« of itUitazy aosiiAipeo for thle poarpow nooM 
aloo hoot 0 litMging propiNpoida effect. It iM the feeling of tiMi Bunnete 
leaders thot angr tueh ststenent can be itiroftllMy eaqploit^ by the political 
opposition as mil as tt^ COsBiiinlsts. In m oxd^n this statement of vieifs 
is sen taken. 

Subwqiieatly, daring separate convs*i?aati«ms slth Defense Minist<K* V Ba 

General N© Md Colonel Atng Oyi (Vico CMef of Staff Dofmse Senrlees 
Arnyjf the statments ntde to ns by Colonel Mmmg Msung sere verified as being 
the opinions of these offleials. These offieials are very lysfoelMnaive of 
t>avin g any desUnge slth the USSR. The tso colonels on laore than one ooeaslon 
exproBBed thHr grave dlsappointsient and fears of the barter deals thathsd 
alrwidy bem nade. It is believed that the idiols group resUses that the USSE 
teohnlclana md imitruetore sicniLd tave to be accepted alonf sith any e<mip6M»xt 
provided by the tlSSR. Colmel Aung Cyi and C^londL Maung Kating told m on 
eeparate ocoasime that If Russian technicians sere sent to Bimwit these 
technicians sould be sorth more to the USSR than the eost of t!» oqulpomt 
idiich might lave been provided. 

{kt aore than one ocoaeion I sm eautiimed ty the senior offloisle sho 
have been named in the above paregrephs to the effect that our policy ehould 
be to provide silltaiy and techniesl aeaistanoe to the Bunneee Gk>vernnKit £g£ 




The Honorable Cefenee Minister, U Bs Bse, General Me Min, and Col. Aung 
Gyi (GSO- 1 ) during ey final dlaeuasiorui infers^ m that the list of eqpiip- 
laent aubaitted sas that deaired for proviaion of the nectMary s^pemt for 
early ori^isatieai of tm infantry dlviaLMui; expanaion of the Air Force to 
eo^port these divisimtet and ejqpansion of the Ifa^ to asMst ocmbat reqmireamta 
against insurgents, perforn coastal patrol, and offer tone resistenee to 
external aggroesion. These ofjnUtlsls stated that Burna did not desire this 
seslstance as gis«t aid because ace^ptanee of aid on this basis sould ecnistitute 
a definite j^graaent slth the U. 3 , a^ the West in general. They stated def- 
initely that Burwa desires to purchase the equlpseid^ included In the lists on 
a reiribujra^le basis. 0 Ba Sse further e!xiil4dned that the Burm Govertwent 
desired the eqpiipment at reduced prices if possible. He hopes that shea 
piyB«nta are made, arrangesaents can be consusnated for Imding tl» aiaount 
of these pcyments to the Burma Crovezrtment for eecmcMde or other developiasntsl 
purposes. 

It sas strongly csiphssisad that all trmeactims in cmnrotion slth any 
fore of military aa^stanee that may be authorised for Burma aaiat hf ve the 
QUtsagd arpearmce of being a straight business deal . It saa also pointed out 
that the Burma Ooveraaent realised that ovm thouid* thqr purohaeed military 
equipment outrij^, this aot in itself uould be construed ty the political 
oppositlo^and particidarly Coasamist China and the U8^, as an aUgtmaaot 
slth the IMted States and the Seat. The Minister of Defense stressed the 
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fact that Ids gomvamnt nould haw to aeaopt this risk with any eonseqtianees 
that flallow and ideaded that tho aid w o idd bo BUbatantlal» at least In the 
ayes of the Ihuwese people and potitjtial atfreasore In the Asian area* 

It was U Ba Swe*8 riew that even if the fownuwnt received only a token 
of eqalpH»nt# this would be looked v^n as an allgnaent with the United 
^atos, and hie fOTensMust would be in a ridiculous position at hoas and 
abroad in the Asian area and would be aeeused of selling out to the U*S» for 
only a tokaa aaount of assistance* Be frfLt that since Burns had decided to 
accept this amistance froa the Unitod States it amst be in substantial 
aaounta and aiMt be delivered wlthoiit undue delay in order to save eabarrass-^ 
ment to the govsrnaent and gain support for this "aUgrassnt.** 

Majwyo, Col. Aung CSyi, is a aost influential wwhsr of the 
^itary hierarchy* asked as to set a tiae for a special eonferwMO with him* 
At the tiae* he suggested that we walk throuidi the park at Nayoyo far our 
^s^slon so that ws could not bo overheard. I agreed to aeot him latsr 
that afternoon* md did ao. Instead of going to the parte ho took ae to a 
room at the Aray Guest House iMeh had been idaced tmder guard for this 
nesting. Rs had various ehsrts sad asps displsyed on the well rtiowing the 
usposltions of the Boraese foxHses* the Intelligence reports indicating tbs 
Ration* strei^h airt dispoaiticn of insurgents* as widl as purported loca* 
tion of Com&unist Oiiness across the border. 

He gave ae a rather Imgthy summary of the history of Buraa froa the 
^te of its independence in 19i^. He then reviewed the diffisulties that 
had been eneountered by the young gevemssiit and likened them to those idiich 
eo^ronted the thirteen colonies of the j^sent United States* He also 
wlated|» in detail* the situation iddeh eadsted in 1952 during the revolt 
wthin Burma and the confused insurgent situation that has continued from 
that tlaae. Using charts* he explain the progress that had been made in 
regaining control of territory and eliaination of insurgmey* Ha described 
to general terms the psyehologieal warfare program that had been conducted 
for the past tm years and clatoed that oom results had been achieved. 

He stated that many of the prominent insurgents had been school mates 
and frieirts of the officials of the present government and likened this 
situation to the one %ihioh existed to the United States during our Civil 
Her* During this confersiwe which lasted sosm two hours* (k>l. Aung Gyi 
pointed out that it was the desire of the government to suppress insurgency 
without creating deep bitteroosa within tl» country. Using another eociople 
from United States history* which he claimed to have studied* he referred 
to the bittemeas idiieh he believes to exist to our country todsv as s 
result of the fierce fighting betwwm the north and south/ Hortstsd that 
it %nia the policy of the government to face vqp to the insurgenta* the 
Cofflffluniat groDqps to particular, and kill thma off if it be necessary, but 
that it was their strong desire to win over as many of the tosurgsnta aa 
possible to avoid the aftermath of bitterness among tho supprsssod people. 
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Aung Gji d««onstrated m tinuaual iowidedg* of Amrlcan Idotoxy lihioh 
gave the iapresalon that he endeatoni to compare the triaXe mnd trlbeXa- 
tione of the young B^nnosM OovenuMot uith ttoae of the IMted States during 
our 4^iy history aa an Independent nation* The Coltmel use still disturbed 
MgSMing his xmderstandingfthe IteitMKi States visif that Military assistance 
■■flM^^ven for the eiqq^ssion af insurgeney instead of building up the 

ars^ flMTOM for defense against aggression* He uas particularly sensitive 
on this point* 

u A £®*^ofally stated that the group of mn now running the government 
nM p^ht deter^nedly to preserve the sovereignty of their country and to 
mintato the govemaent and that they were dedicated mm who would fight to 
the last ditch a^inst revolt and aggreasion froa any quarter* 

informed me that the armed forces haul voted against Zhukov’s visit 
but had been overruled by outside pressures^ and farther that tl» armed 
forces had dragged their feet and siwtm Zhukov and mwebers of his entourage 
•• could get away with* He wmm very definite in his statwaent 
that he and tbs leaders of the armed forces at the present time wanted no 
dealings idiatsoe'rar with the USSR or other bloc countries* He feared tl»t 
pwssures would force them to accept so«s undesirable arrangcnwnt to provide 
the ^uipment which is necessary to meet the present insurgent situation and 
build up stTOi^h for future defense* 

He also stated that it was ths fcverimmnt’s estimats that the United 
^*w*»*”**»^^® mould reach the peak of their military strength in 1$60 
or 19o2* For this reason, they fr^puntly used the term "the next five 
years," idiieh is the period that the Burmese leaders feel they have to 
dey^p their maximum strength before a show-down faces them* It is their 
^ief that when the United SUtes and the USSR have developed their maximum 
mUtary potential by 1962, these two major powers may destr^ each other* 

If this oecurs, Burma will be left without friends and must be prepared to 
defend herself from external aggression idiich is SDqpected to come from 
Coamuniet China* It is also the view that if by 1962 the United States 
^ the USSR do not engage in an all-out war, the tension will be so great 
that RBiU and peripheral wars will break out* In this ease, Burma must be 
prepared to defend heraelf against wctemal aggression because she cannot 

aajor power in the free world would come to her defense 
with sufficient strength to oppose CcasMmlBt China or possibly India under 
such circumstances* Hs considers that Burma is a chcioe targst because of 
her geographic loeatim, the mall pcpulatipB as regards its land area, 
close proximity to large nations now suffering from overpopulation, as well 
as the vast undeveloped resources to be found in Burma* 

The Burma Army ha# an extensive school syotm for dependents* Ths Army 
operates additional facilities at all of the major posts, using both civilians 
and military teachers* I visited one of the schools attended by some TOO 
children* The facilities appeared to be adequate* dasazoms are not 
crowded, and it appeared that the school was being conducted in an excellent 
vmnner* All children are required to learn the language* The Amy 

also conducts various programs of adult education and permits attendance 
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^*** ichoole and school staffs bgr 

cimiaii adults rssiding in ths smssonit/ in uhich ths school is loeatod* 

addition to those school i^JoetSf the Axvgr has undertaken a 

of projects to bring children from distant points to schools 
«^nse uith a view to integrating the various tribes and 

countiy. After graduation, these students are encouraged 

«— Join th. Anr. Thl. tjp. of pcoitet U 
reaxiy a part of the pss^tologleal warfare prograu* 

r, ^ claiu to have m extensive piqrchologieal warfare 

ppuB designed to discredit Cesasinlsm and influence the insurgents to 
norual^^cupations and Uvea, I was unable because of lack of 
tiae ^ exanine this program except la a casual wajr. The 0 . S. Aray 

4 * **?*lfr®f* ^ that the program was extensive a«d 

he believed it to be rather effective, 

• feeling of distrust of B^ist aisslonaries 
ti ^ Buraia, This usy, in part, be attributed 

i^4:f -ff ^ Karens, probably the fiercest fighters in Burma, were 


was infonsKt by Ctol, Tim Sein that his brigade is in the process of buiU- 

on the outskirts of Taunggyi, It is 
Baptist oiphans in that general area will be taken into 
*** eared for, tutored, and indoctrinated 
having them Join the Aray when 
wherever there was a Ba^ist there was 
®l»i^on ws appUed to members of the faith of the 
twaed as worse than voodooists. He frankly admitted 
pla^^ to sabo^e the Baptist movemmt idierever possible. In 

faiths. Tun Sein stated that 
^ cooperative and were not looked upon 

as potential trouble makers, 

^ terms of reference and at the request of Andbassador 
ff"terthwalte, I endeavored on several occasions to bring up the situation of 

^®*‘ discussion, but on each occasion my questions 
were parried in ^h a manner as to Indicate that they did not desire to 

^ before ay departure I pointedly asked Col, 

^ ^ discuss possible assistance with some of 

the Union of BNiraa J^dioe officials. He replied that it was unnecessary, I 
f ®®»bioned tl»t I had weeived a query from the police which indicated 
^t they wep interested in discussii^ assistance with me, Aung Gyl becam 
med and asked m who had contacted me, I stated that I did not desire to 
fw!r ® confides. Be then stated that no one had authority to bring 
that M^nr up with ms or to discuss it with me without his approval. He 
rc^piested me to give him the name of the person irtio had made the query so 

ijwediately take disciplinary action, I reminded him that he 
and I were friei^s and that it was my policy never to betray another friend, 
and I could not conply with his request because if I did so he, too, would 
probably lose confideiMe in me. He then said ho would arrange for os to have 


Approved For Release 2003/10/07 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R0003001 60002-4 


Approved For^^ease 2003/10/07 : ei/^^^P80R01 7^0003001 6000^4^ 

a neoting idth soiae of the pellee offieltlt before ogr departure, but \m never 
. diid'ao« 

l^eeueeions iiith veidoua adHtary omeere gave bw the diatinet iafveaslon 
tMt tli«re ie little trust and confidence by tite Armd Sendees In ties Onion 
rulitary Ibliee* The tftdon Military Police ie a separate orgMilsation under 
the i'dnlster of Hosm Affairs and is not considered by the adlitary to be very 
twined or reliable* Present plans in^vide that forty percent of the 
occupation troops in areas siesed from Insurgents will be Union Military 
, tP**. police units sill be under ecusMuid and operational control 

Of the Anay CoaMtnder assigned to the area* Adelnistration will reaain with 
the parent organisation* 



j . ^^_*^^bary situation regarding the insurgents, the external situation, 
^ the Buraa Aray aiui Air Force is included in the Attache report enclosed 
herewith as Tab C, The navy situation is ineluded in Tab F. 

During disottssions with various officials including Colonels Aung Qrl, 
Maung and Tun Sein (ConBaader of 4th Brigade, sUtioned in the Shan 
State}, I was perscmally and cenndeatially infom^ aSAitionally as foUowst 

(1) The governaent does not plan to conduct further adlitary operations 
against ths KMT if the situation can bo handled by other neans* It is 
pesently planned to subvert the KMT organisation and »»buy off" their 
leaders* This plan is reported to be cheaper in the long tens* Colonels 
Axaig Gyi and Tm Sein elalB that the KKTs have been suceesefully penetrated 
by the Buniiese and that negotiations with the sere iapertant EMT leaders 
wex*e being conducted at the tine of ny visit* 

(2) The ia*T have bemt receiving arms and suppliea via the Chlng Mai 
route frtm Thailand. It was alleged that General Wiao was aware of this 
and had profited from this traffic* 

(3) I was informed that 0*S. ealiber 30 carbines can be bought in 
various placss in Burma for |60*00 each and that these weapons eontinus 
to be brought in from Thailand. It «faa iapli«i that the eazbines wre 
coming through Thai police soureee and that the woapcms were from stocks 
furnished by the United States* 

(4) The insurgent Karens havs been loainly supplied from Thailand and 
had paid for the arma and avgppliet with woilinm. mined in the Karen State* 
%e more isq^rtant wolfram nines are now under the oontrel of the Burmese 
Army* 

(5) Colonels Aung dyi and Tun Sein both informed me that the Thais had 
agents and radios with the KMTs and Karen insorgenta and frequently com- 
municated with these groups* 

(6) These officers also advised me that the Chinese Hationaliste 
maintain military repreemntatives at Bangka under firi>as^ cover to 
arrange for ai»i provide aiqjfilies to the KMT groiq>* (This report is 
true* The Chief of the gro^ is a ChlNat major general*) 

1 
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(7) Gonertrsr to vaidotw lafceBAfence roporfct rogarding the Burm Eo«d 
I fOBitti toetlon of the itMi over id»ioh X tfotalad ooiae 25 or ^ 
w be a tii»i4ana highmy^ eurfaeed with ■acadwa# Col* Tun Seln inforaeo 
w that he hig traveled vlth Chou en lai a diatance of 120 adles aoroaa 
the border into China over the Butm laad and that the condition ^the 
«>ad was excellant and of the gam ? tyjje oT conatrwtion* He believed that 
there were aaay wox^ alles of eiasellant Burffla l^iad beyond the point in 
China to idiich he had traveled with Chou en lAi* 


During our itay in Buraa we vleited a nui^er of adlltary inetallatione* 
a brief au&atiary of the Itinerazy and cojanenta on unite vliri.ted ie attached 
ae Tab B« 


During our diseuesion of Mobility faetoro regarding ground force organ- 
iiation^ the BunMoe brought out the fhet that the Govemaent of Buraa owne 
400 elephanta which are need from tiae to tlae in Military operatione* It 
woe stated ttet over 100 elei^hanta were used to oairy artillery^ uaRnition» 
and heavy loada during the last algnificant operations sgsinst the IMTe in 
the vicinity of Msng Heat* nsotocrt]^ wre iwoduced which were tahan during 
this operation i^eh riMwed idephante oroseing the Salween Rivor with their 
paek loada* These photographs aide disclosed a novel aoveaent of artillery* 
Twenty five poiuiders were brokwa down into loads suitable for elei^iant paeka* 
The ele;ii^aant is said to earry a load of 600 pounds for at least six hotunSf 
but th^ require very special caro and handling in order to keep them in 
proper shape* It was interestii^ to note that the ele]^ant had been used 
suoeeasfully la aomtalnous regions with sueh heavy leads* The Bnraeee 
eonsider the elephmt to be a very valuable means of mobility in the handling 
of any heavy iMds that they may have within their military fozces» even 
ttouidi their mormmt may be very slow* 

During our observaticms and various discussions the Boraese officers 
repeatedly endeavored to la|Hrees upon us the enthusiastic spirit of their 
troops* The watchword of the forces is "Wb do it ours^ves*” There were 
various manifestations of this spirit in t)M» demonstrations that were provided 
for 1 UI* 


Burma is eactrenaly abort of personnel with technical training of 
a\ifficient level to operate and maintain vaxdoua types of modem military 
equipment* This fact is realised^ and efforts are being made to train as 
many individuals as possible in certain trades and tectoloal schools in 
order that this shortage may be overcome* It appears that within the 
limitations of funds available^ a very sound training plan has been developed 
and is being executed* The Burmese officials realise that many improvements 
must be made In this program* There is a very great shortage of qualified 
instructors* R^ussts for instructors and technicians for asslgnmnt to 
various tee^eal and trade schools are included in the encleaed reports 

for the Aray» Havy and Air Force* 

/ 

The Burmese officials desire U*S* instructors and technicians on a 
contract basis* They Insist that the contracts must bs written so as to 
Indicate that the contract ie a straight business deal %fith the Burma 
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Goiwraaent* S«tlr«d and eiTiliaat are aeeeptal:a.e aa ailitaTjr 

inatroetora provided thi^ are eertlfiad to have the naceaaaiT profeaaional 
kaaidfMlge and ability to perfom the taska to idiieh th^ idlX be aaaigned* 

It laia laq)oaaible to get a clear itat^nt r^iarding any organisation ttet 
would ha auitable for U.S. representation, ewati tho^ it la diagniaad, ds 
tar as the inatructor and techniciim groiq? ia concerned becauae the Burn»ao 
officialB theuelvea could not agree, at the tlae, on the beat aethod of 
hwidllng ottch a contract eith our peo^e. They have a variety of contracts 
at the present tiro with the Saedea. Israelis, lugoalavs, Japanese and 
Britiidi* 

Bunaese officials are extreaely ah7 of any "organisation*' of nilitary 
instructors and technicians who nay be procured on contract because of 
their disappointing experience with the l^tieh Mission* I was repeatsdly 
infonaed that ths British Hlasion dellberataly prevented the proper train- 
ing and developaent of tlui Buroa kamd Poraes sM that thair control group 
(planning group) was arbitrary, waatefOl of tine and non^, and dedicated 
to preventing the amed forces from developing eoheaive strength* The 
Burosae are prone to insist iqpon direct control and aupervialon of all 
persons aa^loyed on a contract in any capacity* It ia believed, however, 
that further iMgotiations can arrive at an arrangnaent idwreby nilitary 
instructors and technicians can bs provided on a stiructure slsdlar to a 
MAiC, but on a civilian contract bai^* 

In reply to ay liw|uiry regarding the channels for eosmunioatlon emcem- 
ing natters which night not bo entlraly clear in our report, I was infomsd 
by Col* Aung and Osn* Ms Min that ths channel must be fron the U.8* 

Defense Departnent through the U*8* Any Attache at Bangoon* I inforned 
th«n that it would be neeeesary in waxi^f ease# for our AxdJasaador to partic- 
ipate or be involved in aone of these trsnsactions and it was agreed that 
the channel pats through the 0. S* A^^esador but idx>uld be tranemltted 
to the Burns odlltaxy authozdties by the Any Attache* I asked whether it 
was Intended to bypass the Burns Foreign Office and was clearly told that 
the Buna Foreign Office lould have nothing to do with natters idiich had 
been discussed* In reply to ay inquiry as to whether or not the Burasse 
Military Attache or the Burnese Aal^ssader in Ifeehington idtould be contacts 
pertaining to natters we hsd dli^ussed, I was definitsly inforned by these 
aam officers that the l^irnese Ai^ssador or Military Attache should not be 
contacted on any natter pertainli^ to the amed forces* It was evm suggested 
that we not even inforn then that we had visited Buns* 

It is suggested that these nattera be borne in nind in further dealings 
with the Burnese Govennsmt with reference to the amed femes or any nilitary 
assistance, at least initially. 

Colonels Aung Qyi and Maung Maung infomsd ns that they desired pro- 
fessional assisti^s with the i^elligenoe school as a ssparate {urojaet* 

In reply to ny inquiry regarding the type of {urojeot that was dsslr^, I 
ms informed that it was to be solely an amed foreee activity* 

No emnitnenbs of any kind were made to aiy Bumeae officials by nenbers 
of By group. In fact, we streseed the point that we were in Buma to faadliar- 
ise ourselves with ths nlUtaxy situation, discuss rsqoirensnts, and report on 
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recoBBsendatione to •u|>orior U. S, aufchorltioa. 

A sumary of the daU roqttirod by Tab A ia aa followat 

, of Burnsgs fonaa ia Imludod In 

lnaS*^TabJ^*rSa*Fr*" '”®™‘ orjanlaatlon ara 

and F, ^ inaieated In this nwinoranduffi and in Taba D, B 

^T^"s’3roJ*.“ssSrJ!SiS^£r* 

of equlpaent be reduced Thoy dealre that prioea 

poa^bleT It f k!?^ Wyaenta be arranged. If 

paid be loaned back to 

devolopaental pmwaea. (H^ »»• »ther 

of the U.S. aiT^aent 

osition waa a better one for the U their prop- 

have with Laoa and noSted Inf agreement that we 

to poy the oeraonnel*i?^?h«®“^ ^ ^ n®t have 

the^rL •• ^aratood to be 

e^rieireed officara i^anSStad 

graduated from foreign ailltlw theae officera have 

•mount of field and^SdSt^Mmc^ The®Air*Flr«J*? * coneidemble 
capabilitiea, mainly becauarSTthi JS 

tenance facilitiea. and ^table equipment, main- 

«~d nuclana a^SSISSS S^ou!’ ‘ 

*t^ «”'» P«>r«F«lonal ott±em, 

^iderable aSounfSf^iSd^IS and have had a 

Jananeee rZ* ^ combat experience fighting the 

organised in an emergency^ituatioiTSich'Be^tfS^ ''®* 

ing tiflM for new permitted an average train- 

field against inaSgents Aa bofore being sent into the 

«»lve.%aiSt tS^S^gente 

-ItbO^aaX an, 
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The Havy has vary little eapablUtjr besaase of tho Xaek of adequate 
equipment, repair faellltles, and trained personnel* Tlds unit Is 
reported to baye acquitted itself In a very satisfactory aanner, 
paitleularly during river operations in support of ground forces* 

The level of technical training is very loo, and efforts are being 
■ade to iaprove this situation* Considering other aaall Aslan countries, 
it is thoui^ that the Burasse nav^ officers, wuiy of whom have had 
foreign sctooUng, are above average* 

g* The Bumese have a vez 7 sound concept for tl»lr school systen for 
training personnel but are serlou^ handicapped by the lack of 
training aids and q^ified instruetors* They aiqwared to be doing 
a satisfactory Job on their own with their United facilities* They 
have done an wccellent Job with the facilities that are available 
but realise the defieimcles which escist* Zt is planned to expand 
the facilities and the scope of instrmtioa and increase the nunher 
of trainees if assistance is provided by the IMted States, and 
U*S* Instruetors and technical assistants can be provided on a 
contract basis* 

A factor iMoh may affect the situation to sm» extent, and which 
nay become more serious with the provision of eq^pnent which has 
been reqiMsted, is the lack of sufficient personnel idthin the 
country who have a suitable level of education to absorb the neces- 
sary training to qualify them to maintain and use matqr types of 
modem equipment* It was impossible for us to arrive at any 
definite conclusion as regards this important factor because of 
the brevity of our visit. 

RBCOMMSHDATIOHS : 

a* It is reetMaaended that favorable consideration be given to providing 
** military assistance on a reia^bursable baais to the Burma Government 
for the organisation of one division on an austere basis in accord- 
ance with the plan otitlined in Tab 0 at an early date and that equip- 
ment for the second divisimi included in that enclosure be provided 
subsequently on an austers basis* It is eur opinion that the Burmese 
Army has sufficient qualified personnel at the present time to profit- 
ably utilise the amount of squipoont requestsd for the first division 
and can develop a training base for utilisation of equipment requested 
for the second divieion within two years* 

b* It is recoamendsd that favszabls consideration be given to providing 
the aircraft with maintenanee and training assistance that will be 
required for adequate su|qport of these two divisions* 

c* It is reeomaonded that favorable eonaideration bs given to providing 
~ such naval craft and facilities which may be required to export the 
groui^ forces in operations against the inetirgent femes and conduct 
limited coastal patrol. 
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d. If fairorable contideration is glwn to tho provision of aixf 

(MjttipBtont or asoistanoo to the lliiniein Cteveriuaent, it is roconaeiKlea 
that it be delivered witls)'^ delay and in eufficient amount to 
capitalise on the p^hological factoar which would be involv^ 

In this transaction* If asaietaneo ie to be given, it is beliewd 
that early and Bid>stantial deliveries of eq^pnent win be of prime 
political significance* 
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4ir Force by Col* Clifford Nash, 
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Navy by Cdr J. B* Sprague, USN, 
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ASSiatANT BSCrtSTARY OF DEFENSE 

WA»M|N<S 1 P{JN 25 , O. C. 


a 


rKmEKNATlONAt. gKCUWrTY AFCAlJfS 

iwife? U t 1-16772/6 


JlBomant Ro. , 

Review of tftie rfocanert fay cia faa* 

tfafermlnsd ths! 

□ ora fees no cfajistien to tfeelass 
It eonj#ins tafornisifen of CIA 
fntersst ffeaf nnjj romain 
classified at TS s 0 

Aoteorify. fig 18.2 

r cootain, noibiog pf OlAJofuaj 
— Raviewer 


ss 

Daft 


16 Oetobet* 1906 


MlfiMOllAWDUM FOR OMEm BRSKINE 


dUBJECTs 


Terns ef Referonne for your BisotteBlons with Buraiees Official, 

Bu"«s to dleouee an 

trai^ ?K?r.s:2„ro^ri™t?4^ 

t'edeivod in thrr!!! anticipated that such a request will be 

you reoSlpt 

Your Terme of Keferenoe for these ^ 

^ Burmal'n So'^l29M*aS oeneral^ln^t i “no»ni- 

Tor ...ietanee 

ana purpose of dl8<iu8sions with authorized offiHoli. fu 

for tecn“‘’u”r«^rS”™fhV7t‘S ®™’“ ”'»=»*•» 

tsonoerrdnK the reuuirpmem+iw ° ^ niade to aeveiop im'ortnation 

Of the ;o% 77 r:r*r:., 2 e 7 r:: 

In dlBCueslons vdth Bur„»ee omciale It should be kept In rai„a» 
a. Bums ie presently eUglble for relmburauble ndutery aid, 

Buma (Py^- 7t^’a®total'’7?St,t?,®77“ f assistance to 

years. The U, 3. la prepared to ^o™f? ® P^^lod of eeveral 

and pajcent In local currency fw^ucraduS.^'^S'rta^L^r”" 

ploratcry°;M''fJ7/‘X^e'‘o°?“H*'’"," Oovemment are eic 

XT ana .c?X. developing recQmend,^tioaa. The U. s; 
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»ho«U^i to co^itted to apy apeclftc «ura. of acUon at thia ti»e. 

.tt«^ 

foroea. *■ “d/or raorg<mlaatlon of Bimaes. 

b. Present equlpnent status of Burmese forces. 

c. Equipment deficiencies under present organisation. 

d. Equipment desirml by Sumese and purpose for which deslr«i. 

e. Method by which Burmese propose to acquire equlpsent. 
f* Burn»8e training deficiencies. 

g. Bunaes. plane for rectliying^alnlng deficiencies. 


Gordon Gray 

Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) 


V j uBf « ..ai I 
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BU9RMA T«r«T«Bii«y ASO 0(»W?!3fr3 


2 y VViUtiaa r, P.M. - Brief vlelt to Bevel Xwelsyard, abort cruise <m !B 3 
Yatan^lioiri cod IxMvded UBS Maj/u ftv luat^* 'ilA Yatanabcai is a 
wadersi vessel capable of aifltlns 3^ .imots. ISie IsuH and mint 

atmcture is aluninuBf beiag s. BrltiSb desliji# Its a-rwaisit ccstelsts 
oC two as pdr dual nouated gui^a to tiuret forward and Iwa lift 111151 two 
kO mm forward 0110 eft> It appears to be an e sce llegfe craft fcst tJ»a 
Inland waters and coastal patrols of Bena. fbe Burwssa a«r have two of 
'the O' - hosts with at least four nore o nisr front Great .Britain* 3 Vo 
British taeb&lcleBS are on duty to fasiliarlse the crew© with the vessels* 

Ihe Tu iayu -is an oM firismte vbidi anpaars to be xxscful for coastal 
patrol otid Halted operations la the lower reasdMW of the mdu rivers of 
Birsm* 

28 ?obraaj^_ ;i.H, «. Visited Ikum Mr Farce . Station, Mlnsi^hdoa, toured 
the xaslinteomee fsellities of the Cuascuaicwticms Squedron (ecc^sed of C-aT# 
Cessna 180 and idjht Bell fieUoopters) sad the Mvaneed Flying iMlt (eampomi 
of ” ,:irltisii 'ksyajire Aircraft^, parts are practicaliy noa-existant*- 

3x0:1.;. 'lent haa4?ax apace ia available* .-yir nadiiae gusnery and li#t rocket 
prticLice Is conducted alongsioe the uir strip with little regard to safety 
prcf'aiitloaa* Officials rep;:art«d tha;:. no aeeidents had occurred aa a result 
of practices* A desMistratiou. ol scrobatics was given by a pHut in 

an i fourth-baad Spitfire* Flli^t charts sad records of the aperatlsms 
ofTivics appeared to be well kept and well thoui^t out* 

litc ^roup was th«wx airlifted to ihiraa Mr Sbroe Base, aeawbi, tihere a 
tour- -if mintenance fftcilitias and operations of the First Fleeter 
BoK£>ci' Zqamrm was comipletad* She ..wijadrew Is equipped with obsolete 
British spitfires and drafires* 

/isi i^jd the !jaratroop achocl at /JiaaWbl* ’Sils school has rather limited 
fsc'i..-..l'tx'ro idiich na/a reoen-tlj' bocu constructed* Iralaing aids, including 
a .j-iB.!;;.'- tewer 'ilii iua lined cable, w^ro •y'cll coBuitructod aaia'taiaad* iiShe 
3cli.j..>l \m& r(;cciiuiy or^nized by two jo-aug ihusssse Amy officers 1*0 graduated 
froDs the COUi.'\"iC Fort Basaaiii^. A d»m>n 3 tratl<m of oralaing technlq^a 
Mm given* .xiiiG was fuilewed. ay droppiug two sticks of paratrcK^;>er 8 * 

; 11 ili.'ugh tiic facilities are extremly limited, the product of this phase 
of puratx aox^ traliilag sesned Lo 00 o^iceptionaHj- well dcac. M the last 
stick of troopers were aapssKiaidiing the ground, the desicinstratlott aanomicer 
said, ’'Goatlemanj fou ar» uoi»' wau/-u*j„.g the finest piira.t.rac.-'i >6 in the world*" 
Horaxc waa hii^* Burports iiHleated chat 36 b students had been qualified by 
the 6 Ch!vK,l., 'With ottiy two .-ue a brokeft) ankle, tiie ^ther a spxaiued 

leg. The: trip W and ffm Idngaladoa to Band}! waa ssade by helicopt«» flum 
Bujnaosa 3 >lJU>ts who a^pcaxied to la*Klle thea well. It ic placined that six 
biittaliona of infantry vUL b& trained as paratroops. 

yieited the Secruit TraiiiiJ^ and obaerved 14103© troops peunTomlng 

cioiKj '-ordar drill and e;tcrcise. It was well costiducted - 'British 

style* 
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Obtorvea 'tmlc niOMmey tsalalM W t&fsmitu oa S3 pirs^ wm paek 
hawltm&n {^oguy), 120 mi mAkOwm Bof^ aaU« 

aironrfb cuns. All of tiieso ■mrirmi gpBmetA to 1>d 1«1X eondoetod and 
vlth MKrtaess* iMttoxy ot kO m Bofavw is a recent meqalBiidm Srm 
Stiedsa* Iso awedlsli offiosn oa ia <dvil£sa |mI>^ sore supervisias 

tbis tratniae* 

1 Itodb. A.li. • Arrived MeadeSMy^ Viattsd 8«®®ay oentar* &»ie an^fply oeatsor 
aitoa cootalBs a ftlMdpliiiivy MatosMeat. Tbm asala aiqpplsr t>ass bas bom 
zscsmtl;^ coastraetad sad oonslsts mtaly of tm oas bilek mA coacsreta 
storeiicmaes^ ifipirostetaly 100* x 30D*. Sha stofabousa earn is valX laid 
out aad ia aemliig oasp^i<3ii* Sevaral of liui buildiopi ara aos Taetton usad 
for storafis of Manaitifm* MjaoaBt to iSm stcnraboasa axaa tlwopa is locatad 
a aaimydae iddcb aeai^sts of sens 30 tutlilngs Mostl^T ooastaruotad of <»mcarafta* 
Sto general lasicut sad dasigii iadioalad that tbs^ sera ivcftMblqr dasi&iad sitb 
l^apaaasa sngia^ asaiitaaoa. a great mmy of tiw btiildit^ss vera not providad 
sitb rnr l h a wl a mnt Sj and tbere egg/mred to be a ccmsidarSbla fira Imaard fraei 
overKrovn grass, altboutfi satar lines and bpdraats Iwd baen provided tiurou#* 
out the armi, X called this to the sttcnticni oS my a^ <K)rts iho stated iSmt 
thmie facts sera realised, but tht^ had set baea able to get around to 
ivovidi&g all cdT the praoautioas* Xhls wiplf emtar at ihtiidalair is sotm 

to beccais the min supplp' base fc»r the Bortham Cnswawl. Xt sill also be 
the oentecr fear all ordnance and traasporiatioit repairs (third wad f ourth 
echelon) of the Serthem Coaund. I sas iafUESMd that the base sill be 
fully cperatlonsl sithin four ot the date of my slslt* 

* * AxviyeA Iqr automhile at Uspayo* 

2 liarcfe^*M» • Visit to the Officers trainiag School. Stis school trains 

cSiet'iafScini in a tso<i>yaar course* fha cadets ecew frm sources other 
than the NUltaxy Acadasgr* IBeagsr faeilitiaa exlatad but sera netst, ordcnrly 
ud sell run* Aetlsltias observed ihyaietl training ihich consisted 

shout one platasa undargedng various furaa of physiesl training, ind udln g 
judo and 'baysmt fljihting* Xhe bayomt trailing sas ^spsnase style* Sim 
studeats sere provided sith the various hsshs, sooden rifles, etc*, used "by 
the lapaneM* Six sets of this ipeciaX bsyonet trainiag etoiiawat have been 
ptanhased far use by various imits of the Biaaaa Arny* Svidsatly a considerable 
soount of effort is devoted to all fame of physical training la order to 
prepare these young offioers for rigorous fl4^ du^es* 

She traiuport daeonstration mtkifA of a pach *f‘*i** ooigai^ 

shKh mm handled Taiy student officers* Sfeese students are required to spend 
at least two full days pacirtng various types of equipasnt and supplies m 
the trail siwHw g their coune* She sme ssall aulse ’***** to 

ttmse used by the Marines in Mcaragua* She pack saddles imi been procured 
from India* All equlpsant vas in excellent dupe# except the leather vhich 
hed not been properly cered for* She deumslaatioa mm carried out in an 
mcceUeat aamer* 


2 

Approved For Release 2003/10/07 : GIA.RDP80R01 731 R0003001 60002 -4gnclaSUrs -l-^ 

•• - I .. '..v , g ^ AS *S 


< Approved Fo^lease 2003/1 0107 : CIA-RDPSOROI 7^0003001 


: • a#8»iat COWM dMBonstration. Th« mmxlt grot^ eoiisi«t«i of ono 

iMoh adntncad owr a adnod aroa iMch had bo«B ao laid aa to la p ra aant 
artillarjr and nortar fira* tiw aaannltlon taa uaad* IlaMNnoua aa^ granadaa 
WKro a^gogred. I1» eouraa •m» laid oaar veiy rtigged tarraia idiara irialbilil^ 
ma difficult* Th® doaonatratioa «aa cartdad out in an asccallent mumr and 
i^th a groat deal of olan on tha part of the purticipanta. Itiaro appaarad to 
* ^ aafoty precautlcMaa baeauaa the atiidento admncad thro^ the 

i8li»d fi^d idiilo the utinea were being exploded* One atudent eaa too eloae 
to one of the idnea idmn It aoqploded and eaa blonn about fiw feet in tfm air* 
m notice i«aa talaai of hia for the momKA, but he uaa later evacuated to the 
toapital by antulance* inquiry the folloiiing day elicited the inforaatlon 
that he ma not aerlouaiy hurt* 2hey appaar^ to thtrdc he had been ili^tly 
careleas* Thie was an excellent denonetration* 

Public epealdng counNi* Thi# claae conadUited of worn 20 atudenta in the 
lecture hall* Kwh etudent aas reqpiired to ^ve a 15 to 20 sdnute talk <m a 
edbject of his own choice* iMle I ms present, the find; student spoke on 
forestatlon and the woods of Burnt. It was delivered in English and appropriate 
displayd were aade* Hie perfomanee waa exeeUent* Ihe next preeentation, 
which appeared to be rather eoctwiqpovaneoue, waa a political speech delivered 
by one of the etddcoite on call by toe iiatmstor* Thie talk waa given in 
Bunaese idiioh I did not underatwid, but I got the iopreraion that he was a 
rorceful and convincing speaker althoiii^ a very young aan* It was ejqpilained 
to «e that t!» Btiraia Ansy oonaidera it to be aeceaaary that all officers be 
able to speak publicly and to refube charges wade by radical and Consanist 
speakers in tto l o cal i ties wtore these officere serve* It ie the present plan 
of the Buofiaa Arcy to require its officers to sake speeches to the population 
, in newly occupied areas which have been seised from ineurgwts and to do a better 
Job th^ tlw Oowiminist epMkers do* ColoiMsl Aung Cfyi* 'sho acco^janled me on 
tMs occasion, stated "We*ll beat the Ooamunists ly out-talking them if they 
will not come out in the open and fl|pit" and said this concept was the raaaon 
for training aU officers in public speaking* 

Visited the Burma Sleetrical and Maahanical Engineer (northern Cbonand) 
torkehop* The workshops, according to British desigMtion, correspond very 
dossly to our mainttsiwco miits* This workshop ms a fairly complete org^mi- 
satlcn which ms housed in temporary buildings, mostly with thatched roofs and 
woven bairiboo walls* It was imnaKuiLately clean awi appmred to be well siq»r- 
viaed and ad)aiid.8tered* Ws wers briefed on the workshop ori^iiiisatlon and 
repair and Inspection procedures* It ie also a training edbool for repateaen 
in the various branches* *Thie mrkshop was reeporudble for repair of weapons 
and motor tran^rtation* 'The tools available were eactreaely limited* The 
min force consisted of civilians who were experienced in their particular 
lines* Student soldieza acted aa aasistwitB and receivad on-the-Job trainii^g* 

In a&iition to c»Kths-Jdb training, these students were also given a consid- 
erable aaount of tlworetiei^ and cImstochb inetruotion* The whole concept of 
training specialists in this work shop appeared to be very sound* Each student 
%«e reqpilred to make his own set of tools which he would use in hie assignBient 
aa a technician after leaving the eohooft* A demonstration waa givem in ths 
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^fMantUng aM rMMMBbllaf of a Six mm |»rtieipAtiid in this diononstrft- 

’ Wjeor and reasseniblod tlw Jaap, Including th© raaoval of tht 

plater Mid Mtw tharafroffii^ raaoval of «te^a« bocJ^# gtearing wheal and oihor 
aa^nable pasrta fit»i tha chaaaie, withlai a paflod of ttsree elnutea* The oorala 
of the Mitir® oz^anisatimi appeared to ba ironr high. SrerjMie aaeoad to ba 
proud of the wox^ he was doing. 

Viaitad tha Btiwaa Atagr Biginaar aegiaental Depot, k briefing waa givm 
oovering tha orpniaid^ion of tha training con*w» fbUonad by a dewmatratimi 
of a imtar croMing traiMng axareiaa. This water eroaaing trminiiig oBceroiae 
held on a asiall pond and waa aarried out in an aoccellMit aanner. Sbqplo-. 
adva chiffgea were laid in tha pond and on tha beach to repraaMit artillery 
fire. Tha tactical prlneiplaa «ifployed eloaidy paralleled thoaa for ilvar 

in our own aarvloaa. Canvau boatOf aeoe with outboard sotora* ware 
need for ooving tha troopa aerosa tha water after the eoceroiae began. It waa 
^ exeall«it Mcarciaa tMoh waa carried out with a great deal of anthuaiaaa. 

Here againi, oany aafety pn^autiema seenad to be diaregarded with a reault 
tmt one of the planted oharg^a blear <me of t!» boats ecoipletely ouh of tl» 
water a few aeconda after the troapa had debarlcad. Ho oaeualtiaa ware 
apparmt however. A deoonatration in aaeanbllng a Bailey Bridge waa also 
executed In a very aatiafactoxy miaer. 

liag fe - departed Mayayo for Heho where we arrived at 0900. Proffi Keho we . 
^^e, a rac^tixmal tour to Inlt lake via aotny^Wie, after idileh we arrived 
at at 1500. Frc^ Kalaw 1 went to lunii^an which ia the station of a 
fflountain i^lUexy unit. The mountain artillery unit put on a domnstration 
of a pack battery going into action. Thia unit wm eqi^pped with horses which 
1^ been poured from Yugoslavia. The danonstration^ including reconnaiasMice, 
l^ion of tha battery, going into action, loading, laying, and aimOnted 
firing, waa carried out vary cloaaly to a school solution. The only incident 
^served which varied tram approved technique waa that mia of the pack horses 
beeasae excited and bucked off his load, ilatumad to Kalaw at 1800. 

kiteh - Departed Kalaw for lawksaok via Pindaya. Tha Dafanaa Staff School 
near Lwdcaawk waa viaitad enrouta. it io a small installation which the Bur- 
^pa to develop to be a eountarpart of our Coenand Mad GMiaral Staff 
Sc^l. Claaaea average about :yi atudenta. l^utruetora are probably fairly 
«11 qualified, being graduates of various fondlga military schools. There 
ia a great shortage of i^to-date instrootianal material and manaals. U. 5. 
m^rial la desired. CcmtitMt instructors have also bam raqmatad fre»a tha 
United states. 

frcaa t)tw Defanaa Staff School wa traveled by «uto to Aun^^ where I 
had previously observed tha danonstration tha mountain artillaiy unit, 
th^e by Ceaana pixxm to Imdcaaidc where 1 viaitad tha installation of the 
Daf^ Services Acadai^ (Military Acadiwy). This Installi^lon is sasll, 
wali laid out, and is provided with vario^ classrooas and facilities on a 
most austara buia. Tha banacks ocou{dad by the cadets wwa iociaculate 
and well kept. The eadata idio ware observed appeared to ba wall dieclplined 
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• liiDd Qilitazy their apTMMunmce# liljr vislis to the loot^^ hall« classroQsuiy 
mad phsrsloa and ohandstxy Xaborstoriea a great scarcity of equipne^, 

9 ftvtieularl 3 r in the laboratories* the aohoeOl im headed by a civilian^ but the 
aaJtKlty of instructors are ccmissfUmeci efiloera of the Ar&y« The i^ruction 
uhlch X observed t«iB carried out In a very aaldUifactory sarsier* 

"he runt stop aas to observe the operation of the ^ima Aray Cositat Forces 
School* At tyis place 1 visited the various 8o}»(^ end obasrvsd the instruc- 
tion being carried out* Amcmg those visited ueret Araored Wing» shioh Has 
presenting .inatruotion on aethods of atttaek iy araored troopet the ArtiXlezy 
Ming, udiich ms presmting technical tastructixH} (paralXeXiaDt;; the Artillery 
Ming (Signals Branch) » idd^ ms conducting a class to fanlliazlss students 
sith the tectaiqites required for finding faults «nd capabilitiss of ohwiging 
valvesi tlw Zadj Officani* oourm, which oooaistsd of aoae 12 lady co&aaissioned 
officers wlw were imder^olng eloss order drill{ the coBgMwy eoisianiexv* cowsa 
iddch wm coi»}tsstlng a terrain axerclaet the o^izwd veterinary and retnouni 
depot which has recently ^suitructed and stocked* 

The purpose Of the Henount Depot is to bre«i sniaals for the codbat forces. 
Appmxlmtaly 100 inarss have been proc ur ed front Jugoslavia and aigtear to be a 
staunch bresd for this psrtioular purpose* The jacks were pxtcitred in varioits 
localities, aalnly Mexieo* Th# installation is teodsm in «v«ry respect* TImj 
sanitation and organiaatlMi of this depot appeared to be of an extraordinarily 
hiidt standard* 

(t’otot Several days before departiag from Kalaw on this trip, I was 
aai^ted whether I preferred to go to laukscadv by plane instead of autexiobile* 

It was pointed out at the tiwe that tlie reads were difficult and the trip 
woiHd be tii!»-consu8dng by car* I stated that I would prefer to go by air if 
it were possible. Dpon leaving Kalaw on the laomJng of the 4th, we proceedoi 
to Am^bm (Kotxntain Artill«ey Unit) ethers four Cesma planes were parked* 
l^pcn anlval there X r en ai rke d that I did not see tfm air strip iMoh was 
located alongside the artllleiy ewsasqpunt during ny previous visit for the 
dmonstration and wondered 1 had be«i such a poor Observer* Col* Aung 
Gyi and others proudly stated that the air strip was not there three days ago 
and Infovoed m that it had been built for uy ccxxvenisaiee during tlui laid;, two 
days* Tl» strip ms far frora ideal, but it did serve the purpose.) 

The Laidcssidc ares corurtltutes a co^ibat training area for the Azuy. The 
area now available is tfx>ut 23 sdlsa square and contains varied terrain which 
appeared to be suitable for alsost aty type of tactical training except 
a^ibious and a>ld weather training. Ikiwever, aa^EMbioua training can be 
conducted in the Inl# lake arm which la nearby, and cold weather training 
can be condtusted in the Himlayan Fountain area sctie distance amy. This 
training area appeared to be suitable in emry %«y for nodem training and 
sufficient for the forces available. However, I was infonaed that another 
large tract of land %Mch is sd jacent to the area is now being surveyed as a 
prsliBiiiiary to being tai^ over ty the govwrmmt as an extsnslem of the present 
area. 

5 ^areh - Observed a live firing dmonstration of an advance guard battalicm 
reinforced by a battery of peck hswlteers, a battery of 120 tm Tugcslav 
mortars, and a platoon of taidcs. This advance guard battalion encotmtsrsd 
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' ^ ® delaylaf action of the mf««i of the retreating •xunqr* 

' rn™* deploy^} the artilleiy and mortars vent into action* the tanks 

infantry. The troops approached %dthin at least 
sArt« of the artillery ooncentretlons before the fire vas llftad to sob- 

aarnmnitlon sas luied throxi^^ut the d«noz 4 tniition* The 
1®*?® ^“w^iloned eaceallently. The coordination of fire and 
first (piallty, fhls was an ifipresslve dwaonstration 
njrifr' demonstrated thelis beUef in artilleiy fire by the in- 

«o«ce«ty«tloa. It was weU done, and I was 
T ♦v 4 smoothness with which the dewonstration was conducted. 

other Asian ansy unit can put on a better d«m!onstration 

than this ©ne, 

v.» ^ tJ» demonstration area near Lawksavdc for Tatmgiyi idiioh is to 

vin i fourth Bunaa Brigade, This unit headfetjoarters 

inir within six months. A sBiall garrison Is now ocoupy- 

thft but se^s to be doing a good job with the faelllties 

avaOable, A display of the various rations available to Bunsiese 
arw^rUf^r l^ven at this conmand. The various coi^nents of the ration 
pp6 be suitable to the Burmese but most of the components would not 

oe acceptable, except in an emergency, hy the United States soldier. The 
various pacKs ^ch had been designed for these different rations uwier 
tSs pro Bwrvic# indicated tiiat much thought had gone into 

- Departed Taunggyi for Hebo by automobile. Departed Heho by air 
ior - eiKtela. Keiktela is the training center for the Burma Air Force, 
^^ate disc^aion is Incl-uded in the Air section of this report covering 
this i^ase. ^tlxnigh there are Ijjidted facilities, the organisation and 

^^bis p].ace seemed to be very well carried out. 
Departed Meiktela for Rangoon. 

“ ]^^®Jbed Burma Army Ordnanae Workshop (ordnance plant) in 
woricshop is equipped with a miscellaneous variety of equip- 
^at xrom several countries and la produciiig 9 ram, ammunition and very light 

f”f details of our visit to this installaUon 
^ ^be Army section of this report. Flhns 

effort fbr the production of 303 rifle amaanition 
and a^rtillery and mortar projectiles. 

iu talks with General Ne Win and ineMa>era of the staffs of 

the arned services. 

'bb« Armed Forces Intelligence School, A briefing was given 
by the S^ff on orga^aation and operations of the Armed Forces Intelligence 

4 ^ Hadted ainount of equipment and training aids 
were available. The building was suitable but in need of many repairs. 

in the condwt of this school is desired. See basic maorandvrn 
for adnitional information. 

Farewell call made on the Honorable Prims Miniater (U Nu) who invited 
Hja to return as soon as possible. 

lunched with the Honor^le Miniater of Defwise who expressed his earnest 
nope that arrangmnents could be made for military and tecl^oal assistance 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


26 April 1957 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ALLEN DULLES 


I am transmitting herewith for your information 
an amendment to the report ^ich I submitted on DBy 
visit torBurm^JW^er the date of 15 April 1957. 


Enclosure as stated 


G. ^ ERSKINF f 
General, DS^l><Ret) 

Assistant to the Secretary of Defense 
(Special Operations) / 
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ivr -riia* si£itsriyi¥ m oBnmt 

TII& fimamt a' atrstsE 

iHis auiwiui, oa^rs siAi-r 

SiUUci£;r: Batwi lrl|» Bepoirt 

Mat Smm Stibje«t;to tiie Seeretsrjr of tJofoafs fro« Seaoral 

artkiw 4aW IS Aid’ll 1%7 


i coaforre4 wlU t&a lioaori^lo 0 lia Swo, maistar of itefeaae 
of MuMui. to eiarii'y aartaia poiats pertaiaiag to «/ iriaii to Baxm 
aa4 eoavorsaiifiAa witB rapteaaatativof of tMo banaa Axma Irorcoa, 
aoaaits of war aaavartatloaa wata a« foUotns: 

(ai ftf^aatataaaat t^f „«»tfoieef wkile la Bartaa iasf atod 

tkat aeuotii^aiU aiia~aaitwn to bt tatoa ap for alwrifiaatloa ia 
aoaaoctiM ultli tio proritioa of asalstwwo to tka »imm Araed Foraes 
aitoald km taroaok iko Arav Atta^m at Baiaia a a. jBid_Bot tbroaak foraiga 

Ba Swo S tated tkat ka ktoa tkat tkia was ifca 
dsoiro^ of aortaia offlatals of tke Anted Forces kat tkat ^ kad cob- 
tidered tke sMttar sarioatljr. te u p e f desires tkat aoaBaai cat fo"* 
retiwrdiag all iheae Mtb»rs coadnatfA Jak- t ke -w^ fn^ lat e U.J i— 
oificiai ia aaski acftoa tkroaok oar kakass^or 4a iianas awl tke ftaraa 
ro r^iiOTri^. kattart wkick «r«~to W takoa ap laaarijf »ay bo 
passed to tka Uasraa Aai>assador or diUiarf Attaaba la Bukiaetoa, as 
i 4 »propriato. Ikis aoastltates a resarsal of tka proai^aro givea to 
ae b| tke Aiaod forces offldi^s fa Baagooa. 

Q>} I breagkt iMttMr roawrd J f ! ntti itaBCC-M - ^ peiik? ., 

Q.ii29Qd proortH) tad aaggestad tfeai wtasible asslaiaaee coaid be 
glvea at aa ctHrlf tlas tkroagk faatfs arallbWe wilck sec act eanaarked 
for ailitwrr aaalataaao. tke doaorablc d Ba S«w said tkat ko felt 
tkat ka akodd tail ae mom tkat t ke doaa Mdstar kad rogaested k la 
to petdt^lice o molds t o coafe r dtk m darlag w ddt a t 
EmMoea j^ijaT kc, as Priac Mdsterlii t tke^ tiao, ^ * 

i«(|astt. ~ i* C^sm ^a ai d^w tkat tklf iwmi a aaltar B«raw _ 

Sowraowat to kaadic dUia ttolr owa awam , tta dsc stated tkat 
tka loWatS Oi''BwraMrcM tiUta ~tos~lbie law eafoBCkc^ t ^iSy 
fgnpm igsmCTf-aa ~iiBar"iSe aadsr tlw 

idM9B eagaged la lorn eaforsKMBat. it coaiSdaiiii It tka rc^Mlknity 
tke ^HBt d f orcea to see tdtt ti g poli ce opciaUag ladar tkeir 
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a oiitiriil orujjfetXy traiaed f or the duties assigned 

{e itaets mtd&r Armed FartVi ••■tiei. It qalte evident 

that he Bet (ksire aay tadepe n deat dlacmsioas or aegetiatlons 
irttlLJihe peHceiil He firmly ^ted also that any iastruetors that 
ij ay be reqaire d by t he peii cj shotfid be pvovidad through the Ar?^ 
i Arc^ ii the ^.riaed i-'orce* aecided that such iastructors'wJfe" 
required. 


(c/ X iai'oraed him that i ^loo e i Auag fayi and Geioael Ma aiKi— 

4auag had iaXeriaed ae tU a t they desired ass < fcnTuieir iatelli- 
yeaeo s caoo ^as a separate Aned Forees {Nreject, He^oowourred in the 
viewliT these officers hut statad that this project was unly 3 part 
ai tha over-ail pTojMt to sssitt the Araed Forces to hacoiee stronger 
that the iirst priority must Iwjiiy^c to stra aotheBl ay the Armed 
ferces^aaialy t¥e Amy ahi' Alr Force, He desires that this* project 
he under takes siaulta^ousl^ with the ever-ali plaa to iie^rave the 
situatioe of the ^irtued Forces, 

(d> A’hiia 1 ii<as ia Huraa, the arsrd j’..arees atafi..oincori weiK, 
i asi S tea t_ awd ii*xi< inl<«ai perw aal fnhjah aay be PTO* 

irtdea bo OB a coa tryc*- oast a *«d that e ach iadividaal siaa a sfe pa raM ? 
conttact with the AuiBaa oaverwBeat. They also stated that these 
personnel \sould receive instraetleat directly iroa the departfoetii 
under which they would v^rk. Ti| fy <»d not hbf|re auv coordinatlBu^ 
eio^ats iroia the Uaited Atatea, The iioaorahle 0 B a Swe stalod t.iat 
he understood this proiilem sad the desires of his staff ofiioers. 

He further stated that it would be necessary for each iadividual to 
sign a separate contract with bis government in order to maintain the 
out.ssrd %^3araace of noii-aliigament, but he dW ayree to ^y e y-all_ 

by persog^l attach to the t)gfea's»~{riinrs tr¥. on a separate 
contract with the goveriunont, lo cotnriiaate and supervise oil uf 
persortnai that may be provided arraageasent with the unituu States, 
lie also explained tnat the o rgaaizatian desired shoaid be siotilar ta 
yur J^uS but wi th a lesso r a uiEeF'o r pa r gonnel Assign ed, with each 
individual on a separate coa tract, in order to enable his yovernment 
tw 4iaintala the iistiun ui not having any attachsent lu the united 
Status. 

The tioaorable U Ba Si»e doos not now have definite plans us^cause 
oi the uncertainty of tuo length oi Use that will be required fur 
completion of medical treatment iic is now rueeiviag in Bostun, but 
, stated that he desired to have an oppcrtuniJy^j.o_j|iLei senluf 
.uiiici&ls pf_pur g over aMoatt visit various mlBing projects in the 
hbited States and certain military organisations. He speciiicaiiy 
stated that he desired to visit the airborne units at Fort bragg, 
observe the operations from an aircraft carrier, visit a Nike 
iastallatiun la the war vicinity ul Uashingtou, the Naval ««cauemy, 
possibly the military Academy and such other military iastaliatious 
as m feel he should see in order to brosden his outiook ua lailitary 
affairs, tk; also stated that he would give us s suggested Itlnarary 
through the Aurma kiiltary Attache at an early date. 
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ra iatmuim ■•ttfies «t 9t tklf d«W. is 

ijn %• .. «« 






6, a. .-aiKimi' 

General, ifcjSiC ©et) 


wi' ka* w* -i “ii-S 
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